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AAC – 3 Update on Research and Engagement     

 

The UNCG Office of Research and Engagement provides strategic direction and guided support 

to faculty, staff and students for research and creative endeavors resulting in funded grants, 

innovation, and community engagement leading to knowledge, student, regional transformation 

and economic prosperity.  

 

External Funding and Trends 

The first quarter of the FY25 academic year has seen a strong increase in the dollar amount of 

submissions relative to FY24 at the same time last year. In the last three months we have had 

107 submissions in the amount of $57,689,080.39, relative to $39,191,001 last year. This is an 

increase of 47% relative to the previous year at the same time.  

 

Awards during the first quarter are $19,862,082.96. Last year, awards were $27,141,071.65 

during the first quarter. This decrease is a reflection of last year’s decrease in submissions as 

well as a delay in funding commitments by a few agencies. Strategies are underway to monitor  

 

 7-1-24 to 9-30-24 7-1-23 to 9-30-23 

SUBMISSIONS Number Amount Number Amount 

        107  $ 57,698,080          108  $  39,191,001 

AWARDS Number Amount Number Amount 

        86 $   19,862,083          102 $    27,141,072 

 

Overall Research Impact Indicator 

On September 16, 2024, the publisher, Elsevier, published their ‘Updated science-wide author 

databases of standardized citation indicators’. The publication provides a database of top-cited 

scientists determined through standardized information on citations and other criteria. Our list 

showcases more than 35 UNCG faculty for their accomplishments and impact to their fields.  

 

Funding Award for Transformation in Educational Research  

Dr. Priscilla Maynor received an award in the amount of $11,314,749 from the US Department of 

Education for a project titled "Region 5 Comprehensive Center". This grant allows the SERVE  

Center at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro to operate the Region 5 Comprehensive 

Center (RC5) and provide intensive, capacity-building services to Georgia, North Carolina, and 

South Carolina.  

https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/7
https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/7


This work aims to support improving effectiveness in carrying out consolidated state plans; 

cultivating literacy, math, and multi-tiered system of support initiatives; building capacity to 

address emerging needs such as the educator shortage; scaling up promising practices by engaging 

school leaders; and focusing on support to other federal assistance providers by disseminating their 

products and services. The expected outcomes are to build the human, organizational, policy, and 

resource capacities. 

Funding Award Supporting Community Engagement to Address Housing Challenges 

Renée Norris in the Center for Housing and Community Studies (CHCS) received an award from 

Guilford County in the amount of $1,109,517 for a project titled “Tenant Education Advocacy 

Mediation.” CHCS will collaborate with Legal Aid of North Carolina, the City of Greensboro, and 

Guilford County, to launch a courthouse-based program in Greensboro to provide legal 

information, mediation services, and assistance to offer services to both landlords and tenants right 

outside Small Claims eviction court. 

National Science Foundation Award to Impact Ecological Research 

Dr. Bryan McLean in the Department of Biology received an award from the National Science 

Foundation Division of Biological Science in the amount of $802,097 titled "Collaborative 

Research: Ranges: Building Capacity to Extend Mammal Specimens from Western North 

America". Western North America has been a region of high temperate mammal diversity for 

millions of years. This diversity, combined with substantial topographic complexity, a dynamic 

climate, and a rich and informative fossil record, make the region a natural laboratory for studying 

speciation, phenotypic diversification, biogeography, and community assembly over deep and 

shallow timescales. The grant will allow the digitization of U.S. vertebrate collections and 

taxonomic information from mammal specimens, for understanding past and future responses to 

global change. 

Building Research Infrastructure through funding from the Department of Defense 

Dr. Hemali Rathnayake received an award in the amount of $800,000 from the United 

States Department of Defense (DOD) for a project titled ‘Acquisition of a 3D Super-Resolution 

Live Cell Imaging Microscope for Interdisciplinary Graduate Research and Educational 

Training’. The funding will allow the purchase and installation of a state-of-the-art microscope 

that provides unique capabilities of lattice dual iterative structured illumination microscopy and 

single molecule localization microscopy to offer super-resolution digital imaging capability at 

nanometer scale, resolving sub-organelle structures down to the lateral resolution of 20 to 30 nm. 

The ability to observe organelle, sub-organelle structures, and self-assembled abiotic-biotic hybrid 

systems of microbes and fluorescent colloids, nanomaterials, and molecular clusters, in real time 

with precision, makes possible to: (1) study fine structures of live cells and cytoskeletons, (2) 

understand biological processes in 2D and 3D, and (3) discover and engineer biotic-abiotic hybrid 

systems. 

___________________________  

Interim Provost & Executive 

Vice Chancellor   
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Recent Awards and Highlights 

Recipe for Success
$1.16 M Award funded by the North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Services
Awardees: Dr. Arthur Murphy, Dr. Jennifer Hill and 
Dr. Stephanie Friede 
Center for Youth, Family and Community Partnerships

Region 5 Comprehensive Center: 
$11.3 M Award funded by the U.S. Department of Education 
Awardee: Dr. Priscilla Maynor
SERVE Center

Tenant Education Advocacy Mediation
$1.1 M Award funded by Guilford County
Awardee: Renee Norris 
Center for Housing and Community Studies 



Source: Federal Research and Development (R&D) Funding: FY2024 | Congressional Research Services 
https://crsreports.congress.gov/



Our Carnegie Classification as a 
Research University 

Talking Points on the Classification of UNC Greensboro as a R1 University 

UNCG Research and Engagement 

 
In November 2023, the Carnegie Foundation announced its changes to how they classify 

universities regarding research productivity. Since 2005 until now, both the American Council on 

Education and the Carnegie Foundation have used complex formulas involving 10 different factors 

to compare universities to each other. This complex methodology limited the number of 

universities that could be classified in the ‘very high research – R1’ category, particularly those 

that promote a teacher-scholar model, MSIs, HSIs and HBCUs.  

 

The complex formula used by the Carnegie Foundation since 2005 will be simplified in 2025 to 

include only 2 factors for classification – (i) the amount of funding spent for research, and (ii) the 

number of doctorate degrees awarded. Under the new criteria, universities will be recognized for 

the comprehensive work they do in both research and sponsored programs, as well as the diversity 

of doctoral degrees granted, as opposed to the previous methodology that limited the recognition 

of important community-engaged work being done at universities like UNCG.  

 

New Classification Expenditures Required 

to Meet Criteria 

Number of PhD Graduates 

Required to meet Criteria 

R1 

“Very High Research Spending 

and Doctorate Production” 

$50 M 70 

R2 

“High Research Spending and 

Doctorate Production” 

$5 M 20 

Research Colleges and 

Universities 

$2.5 M 0 

 
The simplification of the process means that many universities will find themselves meeting the 

criteria for classification as R1 universities. However, it is important to note that what a “R1” 

classification has signified for the past two decades is not going to be the same as what “R1” will 

mean in 2025 and beyond. We expect to see several universities that have a teacher-scholar models, 

such as UNCG, being classified as R1.  

 

• There will be a broad variation in universities that will be classified as R1, with expected 

increases in the number of MSIs, HSIs and HBCUs. The classification of UNCG as a R1 

in 2025 will be a recognition of UNCG’s commitment to its work in engaging students in 

research and creative scholarship, it’s community-engaged practice, and its public 

impact.  

• Given that peer universities such as UNC Charlotte and ECU will be classified as R1, it is 

important that UNCG remain in the same tier as these institutions to ensure that we 

continue to attract students. Not being in the same tier as UNCC and ECU could risk 

UNCG’s reputation and consequently, its enrollment. 

• Current teaching requirements for R2 universities that find themselves categorized as R1 

in 2025 will not change since the bar for R1 has been simplified significantly to 

accommodate more universities.   



UNCG’s Ranking Based on R&D by all 
Expenditures

National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, 
Higher Education Research and Development Survey, FY 2022.



UNCG’s Ranking Based on R&D expenditures, 
financed by the 

Department of Health and Human Services

National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, 
Higher Education Research and Development Survey, FY 2022.



UNCG’s Ranking Based on R&D expenditures, 
financed by the 

Other Federal Agencies

National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, 
Higher Education Research and Development Survey, FY 2022.



UNCG’s Ranking Based on R&D expenditures, 
financed by the 

Department of Defense

National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, 
Higher Education Research and Development Survey, FY 2022.



UNCG’s Ranking Based on R&D expenditures, 
financed by the 

Department of Energy

National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, 
Higher Education Research and Development Survey, FY 2022.



Agencies with Increasing R&D 
Funding Opportunities



Economic 
Development 
Partnership of 
North 
Carolina 
Report 







A Growing Economy Seeking 
Talent for Upcoming Jobs

Opportunities ahead:
• Establishment of Institutes of Innovation to build Research Capacity 

at UNCG
• Broadening student participation in critical emerging areas of 

research and scholarship
• Equipping all our students with skills necessary to succeed in 

emerging industries
• Increasing external funding and research/scholarship in emerging 

areas 
• Engaging faculty in research and curriculum development for courses
• Partnerships with community and national organizations
• Research Leadership Academy to Support growth in these areas 



Thank you

Office of 
Research and 
Engagement
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