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Introduction 
 
The University of North Carolina Board of Governors has delegated the responsibility for intercollegiate 
athletics to the chancellors, which includes the required reporting of academic characteristics and 
performance of the University of North Carolina System’s student-athletes. This report follows all 
reporting standards required by the Board and incorporates the following required elements: 
 

• Academic profiles of freshmen student-athletes; 

• Majors of student-athletes; 

• NCAA academic success indicators; 

• Comparisons of student-athlete and non-student-athlete GPAs; 

• Athletics department financial information as reported to the NCAA; and 

• Athletics fundraising and private foundation activities that support student-athletes 
and athletic departments. 

 
Section 1100.1 of the UNC Policy Manual, Intercollegiate Athletics, requires the chancellors to submit the 
information contained in this report to their Board of Trustees and the president of the University of North 
Carolina System, who subsequently provides a consolidated report to the UNC Board of Governors.  
 
 
Academic Profile of Recruited Freshmen Student-Athletes 
 
Exceptions to UNC System Minimum Course Requirements and Minimum Eligibility Requirements 
 
All admissions to the University, whether for student-athletes or non-student-athletes, are subject to 
Section 700.1.1 of the UNC Policy Manual, Policy on Minimum Eligibility Requirements for Undergraduate 
Admission for the University of North Carolina System, and Section 700.1.1.1[R] of the UNC Policy Manual, 
Regulation on Minimum Eligibility Requirements for Undergraduate Admission for the University of North 
Carolina System.  Policies on minimum course requirements (MCRs) and minimum eligibility requirements 
(MERs) set standards for completed high school courses, as well as minimum GPA and standardized scores 
for admissions consideration at a UNC System institution. If students do not meet these minimum 
requirements, they may be admitted only by receiving a chancellor’s exception. 
 
In 2024-25, a total of 1,440 recruited freshmen student-athletes enrolled at UNC System institutions and 
of those students: 
 

• 22 (1.5 percent) received an MCR exception; and 

• 13 (0.9 percent) received an MER exception. 
 
The total number of exceptions dropped slightly from the previous reporting period (26). The number of 
MCR exceptions decreased from 26 to 22 while the number of MER exceptions increased, from 12 to 13. 
Table 1 provides the number of exceptions to the MCRs and MERs for all recruited freshmen student-
athletes in 2024-25 by institution, with some information redacted to maintain student-athlete privacy.1  
 

 
1 The UNC System Office follows the NCAA standard for FERPA data protections: when institutional data include 
four or fewer student-athletes and/or when the data combined with publicly available information could result in 
the information being identifiable because of a small sample size (four or fewer), this information is not disclosed. 
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Table 1: Exceptions to UNC System Minimum Course Requirements and Minimum Eligibility 
Requirements, 2024-2025 
 

      
Recruited Freshmen Student-Athletes: 2024-

2025 

   
NCAA 

Division  
Total  

MCR Exceptions  MER Exceptions  

   n  %  n   

ASU  I  104  -  -  -   

ECU  I  155  4  -  ***   

ECSU  II  77  -  -  -   

FSU  II  54  -  -  -   

N.C. A&T  I  87  ***  ***  ***   

NCCU  I  24  -  -  -  

NCSU  I  131  5  4  ***  

UNCA  I  86  ***  -  -   

UNC-CH  I  203  ***  ***  ***   

UNCC  I  90  ***  ***  ***   

UNCG  I  54  -  -  ***   

UNCP  II  126  5  4  ***   

UNCW  I  97  -  -  -   

WCU  I  105  ***  ***  -   

WSSU  II  47  -  -  -   

UNC System Total  1440 22  2.0  13   

 
 
High School NCAA Core Course GPA and SAT/ACT of Recruited Freshmen Student-Athletes 
 
A student-athlete who enrolls as a first-time freshman without any previous full-time college attendance 
must meet the NCAA’s academic requirements (as certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center and approved 
by the NCAA Executive Committee) and any applicable institutional and conference regulations. Among 
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these academic measures are SAT and ACT scores and the high school grade point average in NCAA-
defined high school core courses.2   
 
Due to changes by the NCAA and the UNC Board of Governors revisions to minimum eligibility 
requirements, standardized test scores are not provided in the data below. The UNC Board of Governors 
revised the minimum eligibility requirements in March 2020. Applicants could achieve either a minimum 
2.8-weighted high school grade point average (GPA) or a minimum SAT of 1010 or ACT of 19. Based on 
the change, and with not all recruited freshmen student athletes (RFSA) having standardized test scores, 
reporting on the data would not be consistent nor comparable. 
 
Table 2: Average High School NCAA Core Course GPA of Recruited Freshmen Student-Athletes, 2024-25 
 

 NCAA 
Division 

 
# of RFSA 

Core Course 
GPA 

ASU I 104 3.83 

ECU I 155 3.50 

ECSU II 77 3.09 

FSU II 54 3.07 

N.C. A&T I 87 3.4 

NCCU I 24 3.23 

NCSU I 131 3.71 

UNCA I 86 3.72 

UNC-CH I 203 3.86 

UNCC I 90 3.57 

UNCG I 54 3.65 

UNCP II 126 3.48 

UNCW I 97 3.96 

WCU I 105 3.66 

WSSU II 47 3.15 

 
 
Student-Athlete Declared Majors 
 
As in past years, the top two majors for UNC System student-athletes remained consistent, with business, 
management, marketing, and related support services (698); health professions (307) and parks, 
recreation, leisure, and fitness studies (306). The next most popular major was communications, 
journalism, and related programs (268).  Appendix A displays a full accounting of the different majors for 
student-athletes from the 15 institutions.  
 
 
Student-Athlete Academic Success Indicators 
 
NCAA Academic Progress Rates for Student-Athletes 
 

 
2 Average high school NCAA core course GPA is based on 16 core courses for Division I schools and 14 core courses 
Division II schools. For additional information, see:  http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses. 

http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
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The NCAA developed the Academic Progress Rate (APR) to track Division I academic achievement and 
progress by athletic teams. The metric measures eligibility and retention of scholarship student-athletes 
for each academic term; the NCAA recognizes superior academic performances and has graduated levels 
of penalties—including being ineligible for championships—for teams that fall below a four-year average 
APR score of 930 (out of 1,000).3   
 
All Division I UNC System institutions had team multi-year APRs above the 930 threshold, except  
Elizabeth City State, Fayetteville State, UNC Pembroke, and Winston Salem State APR’s were not available. 
  
 
Non-Academic NCAA Violations 
 
In addition to monitoring the academic work of student-athletes via the APR, the NCAA strictly monitors 
breaches of conduct that impacts “the integrity of the NCAA Collegiate Model.”4 The four levels of 
violations range from severe (Level I, e.g., substantial impermissible benefits) to incidental (Level IV, e.g., 
inadvertent, isolated infractions). Incidents of Levels I and II violations are shared with the public by the 
NCAA, while Level III violations are heavily redacted and only shared upon request.   
 
During the academic year 2045-2025, no UNC System institutions incurred Level I or II violations. 
Academic Integrity at UNC System Institutions  

 
Academic Integrity Regulations 
 
As part of the UNC System’s ongoing efforts to monitor and protect the integrity of its curriculum and 
academic records, the Board of Governors required that each institution develop practices and 
procedures to implement the academic integrity regulations adopted in April 2013. Many institutions 
were proactive in their monitoring of academics, developing policies well in advance of the adoption of 
Section 700.6.1[R] of the UNC Policy Manual, Academic Integrity Regulations. The regulation follows the 
recommendations from multiple task forces, studies, and extensive discussions with various stakeholders.   
 
 
Student-Athletes, Academics, and Institutional Procedures 
 
Section 700.6.1.1[G] of the UNC Policy Manual, Guideline on Academic Integrity and Required Course-
Clustering Analysis of Student-Athletes, requires that institutions conduct course clustering and transcript 
review analyses to identify any anomalies that may be present among student-athletes. Specifically, 
institutions reviewed all courses and flagged any course where student-athletes make up 25 percent or 
more of course section enrollment (identified as “course clustering” of student-athletes). If course 
enrollment did consist of 25 percent or more student-athletes, the course institution flagged the course 

 
3 According to the NCAA, an APR of 930 is equivalent to a 50% graduation rate for the cohort.  For additional 
information and details on the APR, see: https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2015/5/19/academic-progress-rate-
explained.aspx?id=3191. NCAA APR reports for are posted and one can tailor a search for institutions (and 
conferences) at: https://web3.ncaa.org/aprsearch/aprsearch. 
4 Level I violation is one that “…seriously undermine or threaten the integrity…” while a Level II violation is 
described as “…may compromise the integrity of the NCAA Collegiate Model.”  For complete NCAA explanations of 
the violation levels, see https://web3.ncaa.org/lsdbi/search/bylawView?id=31596.  

https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2015/5/19/academic-progress-rate-explained.aspx?id=3191
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2015/5/19/academic-progress-rate-explained.aspx?id=3191
https://web3.ncaa.org/aprsearch/aprsearch
https://web3.ncaa.org/lsdbi/search/bylawView?id=31596
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for additional review, including examining the grade distribution of student-athletes and non-student-
athletes in the course section for significant differences between these two groups. Additionally, any 
student-athletes who were found to be in three or more flagged courses had their transcripts reviewed 
to ensure that no academic irregularities occurred.   
 
UNC System institutions reviewed enrollment data and transcripts of student-athletes to examine them 
for possible course clustering and/or significant differences in grade distributions between student-
athletes and non-athletes. No UNC System institution identified significant issues, after this multi-
layered procedure, and all report being fully compliant with this policy.  
 
Additionally, each institution is required to compare the overall student-athlete GPA with the overall non-
student-athlete GPA (undergraduates only) during the spring semester each year.  Those comparisons are 
shown in Table 3. 
 
Table 3: Student-Athlete GPA and Non-Student-Athlete GPA, Spring 2023 

Institution NCAA Division 

SA Spring 2023 

GPA 

Non-SA Spring 2023 

GPA 

Appalachian State University I 3.27 3.20 

East Carolina University I 3.33 3.12 

Elizabeth City State University II 3.121 3.03 

Fayetteville State University II 3.34 3.12 

North Carolina A&T State 

University 
I 3.074 3.081 

North Carolina Central University I 3.29 3.00 

North Carolina State University I 3.203 3.313 

UNC Asheville II 3.37 3.20 

UNC Charlotte I 3.263 3.201 

UNC Greensboro I 3.45 3.17 

UNC Pembroke II 2.88 2.92 

UNC Wilmington I 3.442 3.181 

UNC-Chapel Hill I 3.287 3.468 

Western Carolina University I 3.234 3.35 

Winston-Salem State University II 3.11 3.06 

 
 
Athletics Financial Transparency Regulations 
 
Section 1100.1.1[R] of the UNC Policy Manual, Financial and Other Reporting for Intercollegiate Athletics, 
requires specific financial reporting to monitor athletics budgets and institutional expenditures and 
ensures that all UNC System chancellors, boards of trustees, the president, and the Board of Governors 
will receive the necessary data when considering the balance between athletics and academics at each 
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constituent university. The regulation identifies key data elements that are found on NCAA Institutional 
Performance Program dashboards. These data are presented in Appendix B. 
 
Athletics Fundraising and Private Foundations 
 
Most UNC System institutions have established private foundations (“booster clubs”) for the purpose of 
providing resources to enrich various programs of the constituent institutions. These private organizations 
are subject to Section 600.2.5[R] of the UNC Policy Manual, Regulation on Required Elements of University-
Associated Entity Relationship, which requires the institutions to conduct an annual independent audit 
report the findings to the institution’s board of trustees and that a copy be provided to the president to 
be reviewed by UNC System leadership. In addition to Section 600.2.5[R] of the UNC Policy Manual, 
booster club organizations have increased reporting requirements under Section 1100.1.1[R] of the UNC 
Policy Manual, including providing copies of their most recent financial information and external audit (as 
submitted to their boards of trustees). Additionally, institutions provide their booster clubs’ official 
operating procedures to the UNC System Office as part of their reporting requirements.  
 
All UNC System institutions with booster clubs are in full compliance with UNC System policies. 
 



   

 

   

 

Appendix A: Student-Athlete Declared Majors 
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Appendix B: Intercollegiate Athletics 2024-2025 Financial Data per Section 1100.1.1[R]5 
 
 

 

 
5 Each institution reports the financial data to the NCAA, which includes the data on its “Institutional Performance Program” (IPP) dashboard, and that data 
usually lags one year. Normally, the institutions rely on the IPP website to provide the NCAA-posted data for this section.  
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